Dry Bones Extra — The Resurrection of Ezekiel 37

Description

DRY BONES EXTRA

THE RESURRECTION OF EZEKIEL 37

[All brackets within quotations and emphasis are added unless otherwise noted.]

“The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the Lord, and
set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones, and caused me to pass
by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo,
they were very dry. And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And |
answered, O Lord God, thou knowest. Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones;
Behold, | will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: And | will lay sinews
upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in
you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that | am the Lord. So | prophesied as | was
commanded: and as | prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the
bones came together, bone to his bone. And when | beheld, lo, the sinews and the
flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath
in them. Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and
say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may live. So | prophesied as he commanded me,
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an
exceeding great army. Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut
off for our parts. Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God;
Behold, O my people, | will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. And ye shall know that | am the Lord,
when | have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves,
and shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and | shall place you in your own land:
then shall ye know that | the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith the Lord.”
Ezekiel 37:1-14.

GEM THOUGHT: “Not one cloud has fallen upon the church that God has not prepared for;
not one opposing force has risen to counterwork the work of God but He has foreseen. All has
taken place as He has predicted through His prophets. He has not left His church in darkness,



forsaken, but has traced in prophetic declarations what would occur, and through His
providence, acting in its appointed place in the world’s history, He has brought about that
which His Holy Spirit inspired the prophets to foretell. All His purposes will be fulfilled and
established.” Selected Messages, Vol. 2, p. 108.

PREMISE: That due to the falling away the God’s church experienced in the centuries following
Christ’s ascension, the church became as the valley of dry bones depicted in this portion of
Ezekiel's prophecy; and the resurrection therein seen, point by point, is a representation of the
church’s spiritual restoration, culminating in her becoming wide awake, fully alive, Spirit-filled “fair
as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners” (Song of Solomon 6:10) — a
mighty army going into all the world, “conquering and to conquer” (Prophets and Kings, p. 725).

All of the prophets spoke primarily of two occurrences — Christ’s first and second coming. As much
of that which applies to His first coming is understood today, we are left to understand those
portions of the prophecies that apply to His second coming. It is evident from a simple overview of
the prophecies that Christ intends to bind His people into one glorious sheaf — movement — to
prepare them for His second advent.

Thus we should expect that within the writings of the prophets we would find many, many things
which relate to all of the successes and the failures within this Advent movement. Taking in
account what Ellen White says above (“All has taken place as He has predicted through His
prophets”), and also considering the experiences the church has gone through with the 1888
situation, and with the Davidian and Branch circumstances, we should expect to find something of
these matters in the holy Scriptures. That, or these major significant events were not foreseen by
God, or were so insignificant that there really has been no need to be as concerned about them as
the church has been, and that they have had no real effect on the church.

STUDY AIM: The purpose of this study is to examine what has been taught on the subject of the
resurrection brought to light in Ezekiel 37:1-14, and to bind up the testimony in the light of present
truth.

Some are of the opinion that this resurrection is literal, and others, that it is spiritual. Some of
those who believe that it is literal base their opinion on some statements made by Victor T.
Houteff, while some of those who believe that it is spiritual base their opinion on statements made
by Ellen G. White. None of those who believe either position can prove where in the stream of
time it is to occur. Therefore, this study is brought forth to clarify the issue by examining the
statements of both of those inspired writers in order to see if there is a present truth application.

As Ellen White was the first to speak on this matter, we will hear her testimony first.

“...this simile of the dry bones appl[ies]... to those who have been blessed with
great light; for they... are like the skeletons of the valley. They have the form of
men, the framework of the body; but they have not spiritual life. ...The dead are
often made to pass for the living; for those who are working out what they term
salvation after their own ideas, have not God working in them to will and to do of His



good pleasure. THIS CLASS IS WELL REPRESENTED BY THE VALLEY OF
BONES EZEKIEL SAW IN VISION. Those who have had committed to them the
TREASURES of TRUTH, and yet who are DEAD in trespasses and sins, need to be
CREATED ANEW in Christ Jesus.” Review and Herald Jan. 17, 1893, as found in the
SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 4, p. 1165,1166.

She has also said that “Our faith is to have a resurrection....\We need the breath of the divine life
breathed into us.” Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 8, p. 45, 46.

According to the foregoing testimony, the resurrection of our faith and the breathing into us of the
divine life she speaks of should have a prophecy connected with it if it is truly something the Lord
intends to do for His people. And so it does — in these verses which are under consideration. It is
clear from these testimonies that she saw a spiritual application of these verses.

Speaking of the resurrection in Ezekiel 37, Victor T. Houteff says:

“In this resurrection only God’s own people, Israel, arise with no sinner among
them. Moreover, these do not meet the Lord in the air; they are taken to the land of
Israel, Palestine. This resurrection, therefore, is NOT THE SAME as the resurrection
of 1 Thessalonians, of the Revelation, or of DANIEL 12. It must be a SEPARATE
ONE.” Timely Greetings, Vol. 2, No. 7, p. 13.

He also has briefly commented on these verses in other of his writings. In those places, he does
give a general impression that this resurrection may be literal, but he never actually expounded on
these verses in any detail other than to say, in a general way, that they depict the way that the
dead are resurrected. In some of the places we shall examine it appears that he may not even
have had a clear understanding of the matter himself. This is notably so due to the fact that he
never mentions a literal type for it as he does for the other future resurrections. This is certainly
not a situation which would cast any stigma upon the validity of his message and work, for he,
himself, taught that an inspired writer sometimes must comment on a Scripture on which he does
not have a clear understanding in order to teach the fundamental subject of which he is discussing.

This is the premise under which this present writer is treating this matter. That being, that the Lord
had His hand over the truth therein as a test for those who would later be faced with a detailed
examination of it during a further unrolling of the scroll. It will be seen that in the places where
Victor Houteff does comment on the resurrection of Ezekiel 37, the main subject of what he is
speaking is the general identity of the living and the resurrected dead who will be in the kingdom,
and more specifically the identity of the great multitude in Revelation 7:9 (that they are of the
living, and not of those who have died). Nowhere does he give a verse-by-verse comment
specifically on Ezekiel 37:1-14. As he stated repeatedly in his teachings, the main subjects of his
message were the 144,000, and the predicted reformation.

It also may be noted that Victor Houteff never commented on Ellen White's statement quoted
above about the resurrection of Ezekiel 37 being spiritual in nature. In The Shepherd’s Rod, Vol.



1, p. 47, 48, he does give us the types for the three resurrections yet to come. He says:
1. Moses is the type for the resurrection of the just

2. The resurrection at the time of Christ's own resurrection is the type for the special
resurrection of Daniel 12.

3. “The wicked who come up in the mixed resurrection of Daniel 12:2, and who must die the
second death at the coming of Christ, typify the ones who come up at the end of the
millennium, called the resurrection of the wicked.”

After stating more on the resurrections and translations, he says, “Thus we have a prophecy and
a type for every event that has or will take place in this wicked world of ours.” The Shepherd’'s
Rod, Vol. 1, p. 49.

Though we have a prophecy of some sort of resurrection in Ezekiel 37, we do not have a type for
a literal one. If we do, what is it? No type, no truth. Also in said Volume, he states as follows:

“A Thought Of Perfection:

The resurrection of Moses.

The resurrection at the time when Jesus arose.
The special resurrection of Daniel 12:2.

The first resurrection of Revelation 20:6.

The translation of Enoch.

The translation of Elijah.

The general translation at the coming of Christ.

No gk wNE

“Thus, we again have the number ‘seven,’ the sign of perfection, all, or finished. The
four resurrections and three translations comprise all the saints resurrected and
translated, all of which make up a total of seven, or the end.” The Shepherd’s Rod,
Vol. 1, p. 49. (Emphasis added)



Here Brother Houteff mentions four resurrections of the literally dead, and those of Ezekiel 37
are not said to be a part of any of them. He also says that those four resurrections represent all of
the resurrected saints. Remember he said that Ezekiel 37 is not the same as Daniel 12:2 (Timely
Greetings, Vol. 2, No. 7, p. 13.). Furthermore, since Sister White applies Ezekiel 37 to the living
saints who are dead in sins and trespasses (Review and Herald, Jan. 17, 1893), if Brother
Houteff had actually applied it to the literally dead, then one of them must be wrong. And, as
Brother Houteff never tried to explain away Sister White’'s statements, and as his mention of this
Scripture (Eze. 37:1-14) was only very general, we must assume he was not shown the clear
interpretation of this passage of Scripture in his day. “Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf,

as my messenger that | sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the Lord’s servant?

Seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not. The Lord is
well pleased for his righteousness™ sake; he will magnify the law and make it honorable.” Isaiah
42:19-21.

A comparison of the following statements of V.T. Houteff in Behold, | Make All Things New will
shed some more light on the matter.

“All who have acknowledged and profited by His might in the past, along with all who
will acknowledge and profit by His might in the future, are to be found in Five Groups
In The Kingdom.

“These groups are (1) the 144,000, Israelites, the first fruits of the living, whose ‘nobles
shall be of themselves,” and whose ‘governor shall proceed from the midst of them’
(Jer. 30:21); they shall return to Jerusalem, and stand on Mount Sion with the Lamb; (2)
those whom John saw, after the sealing of the 144,000, gathered from ‘all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues,’ during the ‘great tribulation,” the ‘time of trouble
such as never was’ — the great multitude who go to Jerusalem before the resurrection;
(3) those who arise to everlasting life in the resurrection of Daniel 12:2; (4) those
Israelites who shall come forth in the resurrection of Ezekiel 37:1-14; (5) all who
come in the resurrection of Revelation 20:6; — collectively, these are all the Israelites
and Gentiles who shall return to Jerusalem, possess the promised land, and then the
whole earth.” Behold | Make All Things New, p. 65,66.

Note that he does not mention those who were resurrected at the time of Christ’s resurrection, nor
Moses who was also resurrected. The reason is obvious. He is only describing “all the Israelites
and Gentiles who shall return to Jerusalem, possess the promised land, and then the whole
earth,” not those saints who are already resurrected and in the Kingdom in heaven and are
awaiting our arrival there. They won't be returning to “Jerusalem” that now is, but to the earth
made new.
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Note also that the prophecy calls those dry bones “the whole house of Israel.” The questions is,
then, if these are the literal dead, in what period of time did they die — before the cross? After it?
Are any of those “Israelites” among those who will have died in faith of the Third Angel's message
and should be coming up in the special resurrection of Daniel 12, rather than at another time?

“The ‘mountain,” the kingdom of God, clearly, then, is begun with [A] the first fruits of
the living (the 144,000) and followed by [B] the second fruits of the living (the great
multitude — Rev. 7:9), and is completed with the first and second fruits of the dead —
[C] the 120 (those who received the Spirit on the day of Pentecost), plus [D] those who
arose with Christ (Matt. 27:52, 53), plus [E] the great multitude who accepted Him after
the Pentecost (Acts 5:14), plus [F] all who awake to everlasting life in the resurrection
of Daniel 12:2, plus [G] the remaining dead of all ages, who rise on the great
resurrection day (Rev. 20:6), also [H] those of Eze. 37:1-14.” Behold | Make All Things
New, p. 41,42. (The letters in brackets are added for clarification and comparison in
the following chart)

Behold | Make All Things New, pages 65, 66.

(1) 144,000 (living)

(2) Great multitude (Rev. 7:9) (living)

(3) Dan. 12:2 (dead)

(4) Eze. 37:1-14 {?}

(5) Rev. 20:6 (general resurrection) (dead)

Behold | Make All Things New, pages 41, 42.

(A) 144,000 (living)

(B) Great multitude (Rev. 7:9) (living)

(C) 120 (dead)

(D) Arose w/Christ (dead, now alive)

(E) Great multitude. after Pentecost (dead) (F) Dan. 12:2 (dead)
(G) Remaining dead of all ages (dead)

(H) Also Eze. 37:1-14 {?}

1 is the same as A
2 is the same as B
3isthe same as F
4 is the same as H
5is the same as C, E & G, collectively

Group (D) is composed of those who were dead but were resurrected with Christ and are now
alive in heaven, but were not mentioned in the first numerical listing. There is also Enoch, Elijah,
and Moses who are also now in heaven. Groups (C), (E), (F), and (G) are still dead in the earth.

Group (H), the resurrected ones of Ezekiel 37:1-14, is placed after (G) — “the remaining dead of all



ages.” Therefore, if they (Group (H)) are not part of any of the specific groups of people who had
literally died (C-F), and not part of “the remaining dead of ALL AGES” (Group (G)), then
they CANNOT be literally dead, and must therefore be made up of those who are alive to
the world but dead to Christ, as stated by Ellen White, for the phrase “the remaining dead of
ALL AGES” (Group (G)) encompasses all of the rest of the literally dead other than groups (C-F).

Furthermore, only the “living” have a consciousness of their condition and can say “we are cut off
for our parts,” as do those in Eze. 37:11 for “the dead know not anything.” Ecclesiastes 9:5. “His
breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.” Ps. 146:4.

It may be noted that it is the dead “dry bones* that are speaking, and not whole people. Literal
living “bones” can’t speak, let alone dead ones. Therefore, the “bones” must be symbolical as
Ellen White saw.

The number seven signifies completeness. The first seven groups A-G, therefore, represent all
of the saints. Group H (the eighth, signifying a new order) is the spiritual resurrection of a group of
living people who are already mentioned in the previous seven groups. The prophecy in Ezekiel
37 is said to include “the whole house of Israel.” Groups A and B are the only groups mentioned
here that will be translated without ever having seen death, and they are the only ones that can
say “we are cut off for our parts (to ourselves),” for the literally dead do not speak.

Furthermore, as the prophecy represents “the whole house of Israel,” who are to become a
“mighty army” when they receive the breath of life from the four winds (vs. 10), such must occur
during the time of their warfare, for there is no need for them to be a mighty army after the battle is
over.

THE “WHOLE” HOUSE OF ISRAEL

“Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, and all that were
bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s house; and
circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the selfsame day, as God had said unto him.”
Gen. 17:23.

Just as all of those who with Abraham were considered to be of his “house,” then the phrase “the
whole house of Israel” must signify both the literal descendants of Israel, and those who have
been grafted in (Romans, chapter 11) — in other words, the whole church, Jew and Gentile.

Moreover, the church is the only true “Israel” in God’s eyes, for only believers make up the true
vine of the faithful, whether they be grafted in Gentiles or Jews (see Romans 9-11). Though
144,000 are also bloodline Israelites who are in the church at the time of their deliverance, they
are not the only Israelites in the church, for there are also other in the church before the Loud Cry,
and many others will join them during the Loud cry, for they bring many of their “brethren” in also
(Isaiah 66:20). Thus it cannot be rightly said that the “whole” house of Israel spoken of in Ezekiel
37 are a group other than true believers, “For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; But he is a
Jew, which is one inwardly.” Romans 2:28, 29. So, if the “whole” house of Israel who come up in
the resurrection of Ezekiel 37 are bloodline Israelites only, and all of them (“the whole house”),
then that would mean that the only ones who will come up in the special resurrection of Daniel 12,



are Gentiles — and such is not the case.

A DILEMMA

“...there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. And
when | beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them
above: but there was no breath in them.” Eze. 37:8. Note that after the work of reforming the
bodies was accomplished, they still lacked the breath of life.

“Herein lies a lesson: Ezekiel's prophesying directly to the bones brought a certain
physical reconstruction and movement, but that was all. Man’s teaching to man
[even inspired teaching] produces certain outward changes, reformations, and
improvements; but man [even if he is a prophet] cannot give life. Such would be the
effect of the word apart from the Spirit [breath], were they to be separated. And this
explains an abortive evangelistic endeavor [a valley of reformed, breathless
bodies].” The Coming of the Comforter, Leroy Froom, p. 236.

Every honest Seventh Day Adventist, Davidian, or Branch has to admit that the reading or the
memorizing of the inspired writings of Ellen White, A. T. Jones, E. J. Waggoner, V.T. Houteff, or
Ben or Lois Roden in and of itself, will not give one spiritual life if one is not willing to be moved by
the Holy Spirit. Many people have read the very Word of God, the Bible, but have not experienced
its sanctifying power of conversion. And likewise, all of the honest will also have to admit that the
writings of Inspiration have not produced a people who are yet fully awake and in unity.

Truly, then, it is only the true Christians (the whole house of Israel) that are honest enough to
admit that they are as those dry bones, and that are truly able to say, “Our bones are dried, and
our hope is lost, and we are cut off for our parts [margin — to ourselves].” (Ezekiel 37:11).
Those who cannot honesty admit this situation must not be part of this resurrection of “the whole
house of Israel.” This is further borne out in the following testimony.

“The class who do not feel grieved over THEIR OWN SPIRITUAL DECLENSION [the
dryness of their bones] nor mourn over the sins of others [which divide the body of
Christ — cut off parts] will be left without the seal of God.” Testimonies, Vol. 5, p. 211.

This truth is furthermore witnessed in Ezekiel, chapter 9, wherein in states that the only ones who
survive the marking and slaughter therein depicted are those who ” sigh and cry for all the
abominations that be done in the midst thereof.” Ezekiel 9:4. Included in “all the abominations”
are not only the sins of others which may be obvious, but also our own which may be easily seen
and those which are hidden from view.



“Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye baptized in the name of
Paul? ... For whereas there is among you envyings, and strife, and divisions, are ye
not carnal, and walk as men? For one saith, | am of Paul; and another | am of Apollos;
are ye not carnal?” 1 Corinthians 1:13, 3:3&4.

Can any Davidian honestly deny that those who profess to believe the writings of V. T. Houteff are
divided into numerous factions which hold each other in contempt? Can any Seventh Day
Adventist honestly deny that they are also in numerous bundles, following this or that pastor,
scholar, elder, or writer. Can the Branches say that they are any better when the Lord has
declared that they had done worse and have “justified thy sisters” (Ezekiel 16:44-63). Did Christ
die to bring a unity such as this, which is no unity at all? Of course not! Is the fault in the
messages of the prophets. No.

We are called to be “doers of the word, and not just hearers” James 1:22. We are called to hear
not only “the rod” (Micah 6:9) but, also, “Who hath appointed it.” Failure to do this — to seek the
power of God (the Holy Spirit, Who hath appointed the prophets — the rod) which was present in
every manifestation of His voice — has resulted in this valley of breathless reformed bodies. Yet
this is not the end of the matter.

“...we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God
hath given to them that OBEY him.” Acts 5:32.

“Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from
the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.” Isaiah 52:2.

“Zion and Jerusalem of today are not only naked, but they are filthy: they lie down in

the dust [just as the reformed lifeless bodies in Ezekiel 37], as it were, are still in
captivity and do not even know it! And so the daughters of Zion and Jerusalem,

the denomination as a whole [the whole house of Israel], is asked to arise from the
dust, and to sit on her throne, to free herself from the yoke of her captivity, the bands
of her neck. She needs to realize that the day of her redemption is now here, and that
she is now to be made free, never again to be ruled by men.” Timely Greetings, Vol. 1,
No. 38, p. 25.

This testimony tells us where “the denomination as a whole” is — lying in the dust. This is exactly
where the reformed, breathless bodies (“the whole house [denomination] of Israel) are, lying in the
dust, as portrayed in Ezekiel 37. The harmony of these Scriptures, as brought forth by the Spirit
who has inspired them, reveals not only the identity of the reformed bodies, but also the means by
which they are resurrected.

THE RE-CREATION OF ISRAEL

As noted at the beginning of this study, due to the falling away the church became as “dry bones”
— “and, lo, they were very dry.” It is in the marrow of the bones where blood is formed. “Very dry”
bones would indicate that the ability to form blood is utterly gone. It is written that “the life of the



flesh is in the blood.” Leviticus 17:11. As we are looking at the spiritual aspect of these things, the
blood would represent the blood of Christ — His life in the church. Therefore, the “very dry” state of
the bones indicates that the true life (blood) of Christ was not, in the Lord’s eyes, truly in the
“whole house of Israel” (the church) at the time they are depicted as being only bones.

The vision given Ezekiel shows the work which occurs in order to cause the dry bones to come
together and be reformed as bodies and receive the breath of life.

“I prophesied as | was commanded: and as | prophesied, there was a noise, and
behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone. And when |
beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them
above: but there was no breath [Spirit] in them.” Eze. 37:7,8.

In these verses we see that the (1) bringing together of the bones, and the covering them with (2)
sinew, (3) flesh, and (4) skin (the four events that followed a noise and a shaking) were only
preparatory to the reformed bodies being given the breath of life, which enabled them to stand
up as a great army. After the first act of joining bone to his bone, three acts of covering
followed, and then they receive the breath of life.

This shows us three things. The first is that there is only one time of organizing (bringing
together) the framework (bones), which is then followed by four additional events (sinew, flesh,
skin, breath) which complete the resurrection of the dead bodies. That is, there is only one overall
movement, in different phases.

The second is that there are only four events that follow the noise and the shaking that are RE-
formations of the bodies before the time they receive the breath (Spirit) of life.

And the third is that this explains the apparent “aborted evangelistic effort” that is seen in the
valley of the RE-formed bodies who are lying in the dust (Isaiah 52:2), without any life (breath —
Spirit), waiting to be resurrected (revived) — the present state of the whole house of Israel, the
church.

Then, after he had seen that all of the work of the reformation had not yet produced life, and as
the crowning touch of glory, Ezekiel was shown how God is to accomplish the resurrection (the
standing up) of the reformed bodies.

“Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind [ruah — Hebrew], prophesy, son of
man, and say to the wind [ruah], Thus saith the Lord God; Come from the FOUR
winds [ruhot], O breath [ruah], and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. So |
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath [ruah] came into them, and they
lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceedingly great army [Song 6:4, 10].”
Ezekiel 37:9-10.

The Hebrew word ruah is translated wind, breath, and Spirit. It is feminine in Hebrew.



“Christ uses the wind as a symbol of the Spirit of God. As the wind bloweth whither it
listeth, and we cannot tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth, so it is with the Spirit
of God. We do not know through WHOM it [She] will be manifested.” Selected
Messages, Vol. 2, p. 15.

“Howbeit when [S]he, the Spirit of truth, is come, [S]he will guide you into all truth...”
John 16:13.1Publisher’s Note: The Greek word for “spirit” as well as the pronouns that
refer to “spirit” are neuter and can be translated as “he,” “she,” or “it.” Most English
translations translate them as “he” due to Latin influence (the Latin word for “spirit” is
masculine). But since Jesus spoke Aramaic, it is more appropriate the pronouns as
“she” since “spirit” is feminine in Aramaic, as it is in Hebrew.

Ezekiel is told to prophesy to the wind (the breath — the Spirit of God) that the breath may come
from the FOUR winds and breath on the slain ones that they may live. This speaks of a Spirit-
filled message and movement [a wind] calling for the Spirit to come from the FOUR
manifestations of the wind [Spirit] and resurrect (bring the breath of life to) the re-formed,
Spiritless bodies that were slain.

THE FOUR WINDS AND THE SEAL OF GOD
IN THE ADVENT MOVEMENT — AS DEPICTED IN EZEKIEL 37

“The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads was written,
God, New Jerusalem, and a glorious star containing Jesus’ new name.” Early Writings,
p. 15.

Her statement was based on the following Scripture, “I will write upon him the name of my God,
and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven
from my God: and | will write upon him my new name.” Rev. 3:12.

As the seal is seen to be manifold (three-fold), it stands to reason that it would take multiple,
continuing, and interlocking messages to bring forth its fullness. What is most notable though, is
that the meaning of those different aspects of the seal must be revealed for what they really are
and mean, and that the 144,000 and the others with them must also know and understand them.
How can anyone be sealed without knowing what the seal is all about?

The fact that there are “four” winds is in itself symbolic. Why does the wind which breathes upon
the slain come from the four winds, and not elsewhere, or from just one of them? In order to
understand this matter we must look at all of the things in this chapter (Eze. 37) that Ezekiel saw
which brought the slain ones to the point were they were ready to receive the breath of life from
the one “wind” which comes from the four “winds.” How the “four winds” relate to the manifold
(three-fold) seal is as follows:

THE FIRST WIND
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“I will write upon him the name of my God.”
THE NOISE

William Miller and the LOUD voice of the First Angel’'s message. This NOISE was heard between
1840-1844, through the work of the First-day Adventists. Revelation 14:6, 7.

“Go through ...” Isaiah 62:10, first part.

“And | saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for
the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” (Rev. 14:6,7).

“We, as a people, hold that the verb “come” was inscribed in present tense because
the judgment in heaven took place (at the end of the 2300 days of Daniel’s prophecy)
in 1844, but it was not understood until after the Prophetic period had passed,
therefore God did not intend to make the judgment known until after the hour had
come. For this reason Inspiration inscribed the occurrence in present tense, “is come,”
in order to be grammatically correct. Thus William Miller made the mistake of the event
to transpire at the end of the 2300 days; namely, the sanctuary truth, Jesus entering
the Most Holy place, and the beginning of judgment.” The Shepherd’s Rod, Vol. 1, p.
156.

As the truth concerning the “hour of his judgement” having come (“is come”) was not present truth
until after the end of the prophetic time period (2300 days) was fulfilled, then the same would be
true concerning the command to “worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters.” Thus command to “Fear God, and give glory to Him,” (the Judge) and to
“worship Him” (the Creator) was to become present truth after the judgement had opened on Oct.
22, 1844, and so it was.

The identity of the Judge and Creator who is to be feared, given glory, and worshipped is known
by His name, YHWH — “the name of my God.” While Jesus has been revealed as the Creator of
the all things” (Col 1:16), it is also true that is was “God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.”
(Ephesians 3:9). As the begotten Son of God, Jesus could call God His Father, literally, while as a
man born of a woman He could call God “my God,” for God had created Jesus’ physical body
(Hebrews 10:5). It is written:

“Wherefore when He [the Son] cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering
thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared



me.” Hebrews 10:5.

“But the LORD [YHWH] shall endure for ever. he hath prepared his throne for
judgment. And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment
to the people in uprightness.” Psalm 9:7, 8.

“But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD [YHWH] thy God [ours, and Jesus’]:
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six
days the LORD [YHWH] made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it.” Ex 20:10, 11

“But this shall be the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel; After those
days, saith the LORD [YHWH], | will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.” Jer 31:33.

Thus we see that the writing of “the name of my God” upon the overcomers is accomplished in
conjunction with His law being put in their inward parts. While the whole law reveals God as the
Judge, that part of the law which particularly reveals God as the one “that made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters” is the Sabbath commandment. Therefore, that
part of the manifold seal which is termed “God,” and “the name of my God,” is known and received
through the knowledge and acceptance of the truth of the judgment (the Sanctuary truth), and of
the binding obligations of the Sabbath. As the Sabbath commandment actually contains the
name of God [YHWH] within it (three times), when one has the Sabbath truth written on him, he
simultaneously has the name of “God” (Jesus’ God) written on them.

THE SHAKING

The Millerites and the Second Angel's message announcing the initial fall of Babylon. This
shaking which accompanied the fall of Babylon was witnessed in the summer-fall of 1844 by the
First-day Adventists. Revelation 14:8.

“... go through the gates ...” Isaiah 62:10, second patrt.

“And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city,
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” (Rev.
14:8).

This initial fall of “Babylon” was the result of those organizations which were identified as such
having rejected the judgement message of the First Angel. Their fall was made greater by their
rejection of the Sabbath truth when it was revealed after 1844, when the First Angel's message
became very present truth. Thus we see that this Second Angel's message is also an integral part
of the work involved in writing “the name of my God” upon the overcomer — that of a revelation of
the result of what happens when one rejects the First Angel's message. That is, they fall (are
shaken). Yet there is another aspect of this portion of the manifold seal which was also to be



revealed to complete the matter — a warning to those who would accept the truth, and may think to
turn away from it, and a special blessing accorded to those who would persevere. Such is the
content of that which followed thereafter.

BONE TO HIS BONE

Ellen G. White and the Seventh Day Adventist proclaiming the Third Angel’s message under the
judgment of the dead. This joining of “bone to his bone” is the first actual movement of re-
formation and re-creation, and took place from 1844-1915 through the Seventh-day Adventists.
Revelation 14:6-13

“... prepare ye the way of the people ...” Isaiah 62:10, third part.

“And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the
cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who
worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God,
and the faith of Jesus.

“And | heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow them.(Rev. 14:9-13).

“The third angel's message was, and still is, a WARNING to the saints to ‘hold fast,’
and not go back, and ‘receive’ the marks which the virgin band got rid of, during the
second angel’s cry.” Word to the Little Flock, p. 11.

God’s work through Ellen G. White provided the framework (skeleton) of the body of Christ, the
Advent people (Israel), by joining bone to bone. The noise and the shaking were only evidences
of the movement of the bones in coming together with “his bone.” The reason that this three-fold
work is the First Wind of the “four winds” is also three-fold.

First, the previous two manifestations (the noise and the shaking) are integral parts of the third,
and would not be of any effect without the third. Secondly, the first two continue on only through
the third. Thirdly, the Third Angel's message was the most prominent one of the three whose
work was based on the active work of the Spirit of Prophecy — the Wind, the Holy Spirit. While the
Millerites work was done under the movings of the Holy Ghost, there was a marked difference in
the work of the Spirit through Ellen White. Were it not for the work of the Spirit (Wind) through her
the church would not have been organized as it eventually was — bone would not have been
brought together with his bone. Originally William Miller specifically avoid forming a separate
denomination, and the early Adventists carried this notion with them when they accepted the
Sabbath and Sanctuary truths. It was though the inspired counsel of Ellen White that bone was
joined to his bone under the direction of God in order to accomplish His work of resurrecting the
“whole house of Israel.”



We may notice that along with the message of the Third Angel (Rev. 14:9-12), there was also
heard “a voice from heaven” (verse 13) which joined the Third Angel. This shows that additional
truth was revealed during that time which was not specifically part of the Third Angel’'s message,
for the “voice” came from elsewhere. The fact that the additional truth was only said to have come
from “a voice from heaven,” rather than from an angel, shows that that message was to bring to
the attention of those who were hearing the voice of the Third Angel a truth which was new to
them. The content of that new light was,

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.”

What was new to those who had been proclaiming the Third Angel’s message was that there
would be those who would “die in the Lord from henceforth.” While many have died “in the Lord”
from the time of Abel until now, the significance of the voice’s message may be understood by
considering a certain view which was held by the early Seventh day Adventists.

It was their belief, and they had been teaching, that Christ would come in “this generation.” As
time as shown, such has not been the case. Therefore the words of encouragement have real
significance to those who have seen the time of their expectations come and go, and Christ has
not yet returned. This is especially true considering the following statement made in 1892.

“If the people of God had gone to work as they should have gone to work right after the
Minneapolis meeting in 1888, the world could have been warned in two years and the
Lord would have come.” General Conference Bulletin, 1892.

So the voice’s message concerning those who die in the Lord from henceforth has specific
relevance for those who have experienced the delay caused by the rejection of the 1888
message. The fact that another proclamation which was to accomplish a great work came to the
church during the initial proclamation of the Third Angel's message, and that that additional truth
[the 1888 message] was also distinct from the message of that “voice from heaven” regarding
those who die from henceforth, and the fact that that additional message [1888] was not received
when it was first revealed, is also found in this chapter. To repeat a testimony for emphasis,

“Not one cloud has fallen upon the church that God has not prepared for; not one
opposing force has risen to counterwork the work of God but He has foreseen. All
has taken place as He has predicted through His prophets. He has not left His
church in darkness, forsaken, but has traced in prophetic declarations what would
occur, and through His providence, acting in its appointed place in the world’s
history, He has brought about that which His Holy Spirit inspired the prophets to
foretell. All His purposes will be fulfilled and established.” Selected Messages,
Vol. 2, p. 108.

Thus, if the 1888 message and the notable events surrounding it were of any true import in the
Advent movement, they too must be revealed in the writings of the prophet, the Bible, and they



are.

Following the Third Angel, and the “voice from heaven,” there was revealed

“a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his
head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.” (verse 14).

While some have assumed that this verse indicates the second, literal, bodily coming of Christ, the
context which this verse holds in this chapter, the historical facts related to it, and the very
symbols therein show something different. Consider this:

“All classes of second advent believers agree, that the angel brought to view in the 6th
and 7th verses of this chapter [of Rev. 14], represents the advent message, to the
church and world. If this is true, then all five of the angels brought to view in this
chapter, represent five distinct messages, prior to the advent, or we are left without
a rule to interpret this chapter.

...The last two angels [Rev. 14:15,17] are messages of prayer. We shall, no doubt,
better understand them at the time of their fulfilment.” Word to the Little Flock, James
White, p. 10,11.

Though this statement was written by James White, and not Ellen White (Harmon, at that time), it
was published in conjunction with her testimony. Note also that he says, “All classes of second
advent believers agree” on that point. That would include Ellen Harmon. Also, as she never
discounted this point in her later writings, then it stands worthy of considerable weight as
authoritative. Also both she and Brother Houteff said that James White was inspired. Moreover,
the context of the angels in this fourteenth chapter allows of no other interpretation — if one is a
message, then they all are.

“[In Revelation 14:6-12] the angels are represented as flying in the midst of heaven,
proclaiming to the world a message of warning, and having a direct bearing upon the
people living in the last days of this earth’s history. No one hears the voice of these
angels, for they are a symbol to represent the people of God who are working in
harmony with the universe of heaven. Men and women, enlightened by the Spirit of
God, and sanctified through the truth, proclaim the three messages in their order.”
Life Sketches of Ellen G. White, p. 429.

As this is true of the first three angels, so then it must be of the last ones — “they are a symbol to
represent the people of God ... Men and women, enlightened by the Spirit of God, and sanctified
through the truth, proclaim[ing] ... messages in their order.” The only difference between the first
three and the last ones is the nature of the messages. The first three angel’'s messages are
announcements and warnings, while that last ones of which we have been given the content of
their messages are called “messages of prayer” — prayers to harvest, to “thrust in thy sickle.”

One thing, though, which requires further comment in this regard is that in reading this chapter



there are actually six angels brought to view, and not only five. They are found in

1) verses6&7,
2) verse 8,

3) verses 6-12,
4) verse 15,

5) verse 17, and
6) verse 18

In summary, we see that in this chapter there are

1) six angels (verses 6, 8, 9, 15, 17, and 18), but only five of them have revealed messages
(verses 6, 8, 9, 15, and 18), [there is no message recorded as coming from th